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L doctors are jealous of any professional priorities which
may fall their way: to be first in the realms of scientific discovery,
or in adopting new methods, or even in making mistakes, may be
of incalculable good to suffering humanity. The fact that pride
is not always in direct ratio to value of accomplishment is im-
material; we see long and bitter controversies raging over prior
rights to curious and inconsequential technicalities.
Pioneer medical practice is always rich in priorities. In any
given locality where there has been no adequate medical service
the chance to be first to do something, however unimportant,
amounts to certainty. This was so in old Alaska, where I believe
I was first to perform a successful Caesarian section upon my first
attempt; to use the newly discovered 606 in syphilis; to induce
twilight sleep in obstetrics with scopolamine and morphine; to
use pipe-cleaners wrapped in gauze as surgical drains; to
catheterize a woman with a cigarette-holder sterilized in kerosene;
to make serviceable moulded splints with gauze dipped in flour
paste; to cultivate a strain of pure streptococci from what was
locally known as fish-poisoning; to pull sixty-odd teeth before
breakfast in an Indian village, my patients sitting on a convenient
rock.
No one, so far as I know, preceded me in losing twenty-one
dollars on four aces in a penny ante, ten-cent-limit poker game;
or in charging a millionaire one hundred dollars for a complete
hysterectomy on his wife and have him kick at the cost; or re-
pairing the stump on a man who had amputated his own foot,
caught four days before in a bear trap; or treating five cases as
chicken-pox and discovering, when one died, that the disease
was smallpox, Nor had anyone previously brought healthy twins,
or siblings, into the world three days apart, or delivered a baby
in the Governor's mansion, another in an Indian, canoe five miles
from shore, another in a Ford, another in an office waitings-room,
and still another while the mother sat on her husband's lap, her
arms dinging around his neck.
No doubt the list could be extended had not my early recaitb